
 

April 28, 2024 

The Fifth Sunday of Easter 
Service of Holy Eucharist, Rite II with Holy Baptism 

 

 

 

The Word of God 
 

      Organ Voluntary                Canonic Etude in E, Op. 56, No. 3                    Robert Schumann  
                            Played by Sean Price, organist                            (1810-1856)  
 

 

  The flowers on the Altar are given by Erica & John Karakis and Cindy & Randy Svane 
   to the glory of God and in loving memory of 

  Connie and Russell E. Hayton 
 

       Please stand                               

      Processional Hymn           Christ is made the sure foundation                               Hymn 518 
  

      The Greeting                    BCP Page 299 
 

 Celebrant Alleluia! Christ is Risen!  
 People  The Lord is Risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 Celebrant There is one Body and one Spirit; 
 People  There is one hope in God's call to us; 
 Celebrant One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; 
 People  One God and Father of all. 
 

      Collect of the Day  
 

 Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 
 People:   And also with you. 
 Celebrant: Let us pray: 
  

 Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to know your Son Jesus 
 Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly follow his steps in the way that 
 leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the 
 unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen.  
 

  Leader:  Behold! Listen! 
 Congregation:  This is important! 
 

      Collect for the Community (Read together in unison)  
 Gracious God, strengthen in us the two values that we hold central as a Christian Community.  
 These values are inspired by Jesus’ two great commandments. First, we  love God or something  
 greater than ourselves with all our hearts and mind, and  second we commit to loving our  
 neighbor as we love ourselves. There is no boundary or condition to our love and commitment  
 to God or to our neighbor, no matter who they may be. All are welcome in this place. Amen. 
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 Please be seated for the readings 
 The First Reading                                                                                                 Acts 8:26-40     

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles  
 

 An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes down 
from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) So he got up and went. Now there was an  
Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire 
treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he 
was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” 
So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand 
what you are reading?” He replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip 
to get in and sit beside him. Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this: “Like a 
sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent before its shearer, so he does not open his 
mouth. In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe his generation? For his life is 
taken away from the earth.” The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the 
prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?” Then Philip began to speak, and starting 
with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. As they were going along the 
road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me 
from being baptized?” He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the        
eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. When they came up out of the water, 
the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way   
rejoicing. But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he         
proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 

 

 The Word of the Lord.  
 Thanks be to God. 

 
   The Psalm (Read responsively by the whole verse)                                                    Psalm 22:24-30 
 

24 My praise is of him in the great assembly; * I will perform my vows in the presence of those who 
worship him. 

25 The poor shall eat and be satisfied, and those who seek the LORD shall praise him: * "May 
your heart live for ever!" 

26 All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD, * and all the families of the    
nations shall bow before him. 

27 For kingship belongs to the LORD; * he rules over the nations. 

28 To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship; * all who go down to the dust fall 
before him. 

29 My soul shall live for him; my descendants shall serve him; * they shall be known as 
the LORD's for ever. 

    30 They shall come and make known to a people yet unborn * the saving deeds that he has done. 
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   The Epistle                                                                                                    1 John 4:7-21 
  A reading from the first letter of John  
 

 Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and 
knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. God's love was revealed 
among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. In this 
is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our 
sins. Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen 
God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. By this we know that we 
abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. And we have seen and do testify that 
the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. God abides in those who confess that Jesus is 
the Son of God, and they abide in God. So we have known and believe the love that God has for us. 
God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. Love has been      
perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are 
we in this world. There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with       
punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. We love because he first loved us. 
Those who say, "I love God," and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a 
brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. The                  
commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also. 

 

 The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.  

  

 Sequence Hymn  We know that Christ is raised and dies no more  Hymn 296 
  
 

 The Holy Gospel                                                                           John 15:1-8 
 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 
 Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

 Jesus said to his disciples, ”I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He removes every 
branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. 
You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. 
Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you 
abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much 
fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a 
branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, 
and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is        
glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.”  

 

 The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to You, Lord Christ. 
 

  The Sermon               The Rev. Audrey Hasselbrook 
 

   The Baptism                         Baptismal Booklet                      

We welcome into the family of God:  
Emery Kay Sabulsky 

The Sharing of the Peace  

 Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
 People  And also with you. 
 

   Announcements 
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The Holy Communion 
 

 Offertory       Behold, How Good and Joyful                     John Clarke-Whitfeld  
             Sung by the St. James Choir           (1770-1836) 
 
 Doxology                       Sung to Hymn 400  

 Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise him all creatures here below. Alleluia, alleluia! 
 Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Alleluia, alleluia!            
 Alleluia, alleluia!  
  
 Eucharistic Prayer A                BCP Page 361   
 
 Sanctus and Benedictus                 Hymnal S-125 
 
 The Fraction Anthem                 Alleluia: Christ our Passover                     Hymnal S-155 
 
 The Invitation 

 Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ   
   died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.  
 
 Communion Hymn                 O God unseen yet ever near                          Hymn 332 
 
 Communion Motet      Cantate Domino                 Giuseppe Ottavio Pitoni 
            Sung by the St. James Choir          (1657-1743) 
 
 A Prayer for Spiritual Communion  
 Almighty God, we believe that you are truly present in this Holy Sacrament. Whether we can be 
 at your table or not, we unite ourselves with you and embrace you with all our hearts, our souls, 
 and our minds. Let nothing separate us from you; let us serve you in this life until, by your grace, 
 we come to your glorious kingdom and unending peace. Amen.  
 
Post-Communion Prayer  
 Celebrant: Let us pray 
 People:  Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 
   of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for 
   assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your 
   Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the  
   work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ  
   our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for 
   ever. Amen.  
 

  The Blessing, Benediction, and Dismissal 
 
      Closing Hymn                Hail the day that sees him rise                                   Hymn 214 

 
 

Coffee Hour this week is sponsored by the Pagilaro Family in thanksgiving for all the  
Saint James Artists who have given us their talents  
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The Rev. C. Melissa Hall, Rector 
           The Rev. Audrey Hasselbrook, Assistant Rector                       The Rev. Dr. Walter Lewis, Assisting Priest 
             Mr. Sean Price, Director of Music Ministries                         Ms. Martha Boughner, Verger 

     The Rev. Deacon Jill Singleton, Parish Secretary                                  Ms. Bettylou O’Dell, Business Manager     

                       Mr. Zachary Zembower, Videographer                         Ms. Cathlyn Robinson, MSN, RN, Parish Nurse   

 

                                                                                                                    The St. James Vestry          
 

         Michael Porcelli (Senior Warden)                   Angela Bylancik (Junior Warden) 
      John Rollo (Treasurer)     Susan Cancelosi (Assistant Treasurer) 
          Martha Boughner                 Tara Lewis 
           Kerri McMahon                  Phil Delp 
            Joanne Torrisi        Richard Schmermund 
     Karen Mingo-Campbell             Enver Acevedo 
         Romesh Sukhdeo             Angela Pagliaro  
 
 

* HOLY SPIRIT ART EVENT:  
 -TODAY at 4pm: Chamber Music Series: Rose Quartet & Friends Concert in the Church 
 
* The Philadelphia Eleven; Breaking Down Barriers—Transforming the Church: There will be a 
 screening of this important film at 12:15pm in the Church on Sunday, May 5th. Please join us! 

 
 

  Prayer Requests: Call or e-mail Rev. Audrey with prayer requests.  
 
* Church Office Hours: We are open from 10am—3pm Monday—Friday 
 
* Little Free Pantry on the Front lawn: We are in need of sources of protein, especially canned tuna, 
 meats, and peanut butter. Donations can be brought to the church.  
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THE H.O.S.T CORNER (HERE’S ONE SMALL THING)  
      I will do this one small thing:  

  
 
 

           Write a letter about gun safety to your elected officials  
            Come to church as often as I can  

      Volunteer for the parish's food insufficiency program 
  Sign up for the choir 

      Sign up your children for church programming 
Donate food to the soup kitchens  
Give one hour in our thrift store  

Say grace at the dinner table 
Say prayers thanking God for the day at waking and sleeping 

Give one Sunday to help gather this community in worship by being an usher  
Be a Church Reader  

Learn the names of our confirmation class 
Volunteer to work with our teens and youth.  

Offer a ride to church for someone who needs it  
Make a short weekly phone call to the homebound  

Help with social media posts  
Reach out by email to welcome a new member  

Invite a friend to Church 
Talk about our church’s good works with others  

Show up to events at the church.  
Say hello to a neighbor  

Volunteer to keep the outdoor food pantry stocked.  
Learn the names of three teens or children in our church  

Say Hello to three teens or children in our church  
Become informed about our town government 

 
 

Be good stewards.  
We urge you to keep up to date with your financial support of the church. 


