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The Word of God 
 

      Voluntary                                           Three Dances                                   Anthony Holborne 
                         Played by the Athena Brass Quintet                        (1545-1602)  
 

      The Advent wreath is given by Adrienne & James Thomas  
       to the glory of God and in loving memory of and in thanksgiving for:   

   Loved ones past and present  

 
       Lighting of the Advent Wreath  
 The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
      

      Almighty God, you offer rest for our hearts, and peace for our souls. Give us grace to seek peace 
in our lives, peace in this community, and peace in the world. Through Jesus Christ, the prince 
of peace. Amen.  

                                    

      Opening Hymn                      Come, thou long-expected Jesus                               Hymn 66 
 
 A Visit from Saint Nicholas 
  
      The Greeting 

 Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
 People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen 
 

      Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
 Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly  
 love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

      Collect of the Day  
 

 Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 
 People:   And also with you. 
 Celebrant: Let us pray: 
  
 Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare the way f
 for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with 
 joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
 one God, now and for ever.  Amen.  
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  Leader:  Behold! Listen! 
 Congregation:  This is important! 
 

   Collect for the Community (Read together in unison)  
 Gracious God, strengthen in us the two values that we hold central as a Christian Community.  
 These values are inspired by Jesus’ two great commandments. First, we  love God or something  
 greater than ourselves with all our hearts and mind, and  second we commit to loving our  
 neighbor as we love ourselves. There is no boundary or condition to our love and commitment  
 to God or to our neighbor, no matter who they may be. All are welcome in this place. Amen. 
 

 The First Reading                                                                                               Isaiah 11:1-10  
 A reading from the Prophet Isaiah  

 

 A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. The 
 spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of 
 counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. His delight shall be in the 
 fear of the Lord. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; but 
 with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
 he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill 
 the wicked. Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around 
 his loins. The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and
 the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall 
 graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing
 child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder's 
 den. They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the 
 knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a 
 signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 
 

            The Word of  the Lord.  
 Thanks be to God. 
 

   The Psalm (Read responsively by the half-verse)                                                Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19  
 

1 Give the King your justice, O God, * and your righteousness to the King's Son; 
 

2 That he may rule your people righteously * and the poor with justice; 
 

3 That the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, * and the little hills bring righteousness. 
 

4 He shall defend the needy among the people; * he shall rescue the poor and crush the oppressor. 
 

5 He shall live as long as the sun and moon endure, * from one generation to another. 
 

6 He shall come down like rain upon the mown field, * like showers that water the earth. 

7 In his time shall the righteous flourish; * there shall be abundance of peace till the moon shall 
be no more. 

 

18 Blessed be the Lord GOD, the God of Israel, * who alone does wondrous deeds! 
 

     19 And blessed be his glorious Name for ever! * and may all the earth be filled with his glory. 
  Amen. Amen.  
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 The Epistle                                                                                                Romans 15:4-13     
A reading from Paul’s letter to the Romans  

 

 Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the 
encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. May the God of steadfastness and                    
encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that 
together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Welcome one 
another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. For I tell you that Christ has 
become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm the 
promises given to the patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is 
written, "Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, and sing praises to your name"; and again he 
says, "Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people"; and again, "Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the 
peoples praise him"; and again Isaiah says, "The root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule the 
Gentiles; in him the Gentiles shall hope." May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in       
believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

 The Word of the Lord.  
 Thanks be to God.  

 
 The Sequence Hymn     Christ is the world’s true light                      Hymn 542 

 
 

 The Holy Gospel                                                                     Matthew 3:1-12 
 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
 

 In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, “Repent, for the   
kingdom of heaven has come near.” This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, 
“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.’” 
Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts 
and wild honey. Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region 
along the Jordan, and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. But when he 
saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who 
warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit worthy of repentance. Do not presume to say to 
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up 
children to Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does 
not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. “I baptize you with water for repentance, but 
one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will    
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his 
threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with                  
unquenchable fire.” 

 

 The Gospel of the Lord.   
 Praise to You, Lord Christ. 
 

 The Sermon (8:15am only)        The Rev. Melissa Hall 
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 The Nicene Creed (Recited In Unison)  

 

 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen   
 and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 
 Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one    
 Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came 
 down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
         and was made human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and 
 was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into       
 heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the     
 living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, 
 the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is 
 worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic 
 and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 
 resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

 Prayers of the People                    Form IV                        

 Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 
 

 Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together in 
 your love, and reveal your glory in the world. Silence 
 

 Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
 

 Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we 
 may honor one another and serve the common good. Silence 
 

 Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
 

 Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly in 
 the service of others and to your honor and glory. Silence 
 

 Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
 

  Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, and 
 love one another as he loves us. Silence 

 

 Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
 

 Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in their 
 troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation [especially Bill, Helen, Morgan, Ginny, Doug, 
 Delrene, John, Rilee, Jim, Dianne, Neil, Judy, Heather, Colleen, Scott, Ashley, Joanne, Kathy, 
 George, Batista family, Peter]  Silence 
 

 Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
 

 We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; and 
 we pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom. Silence 
   

  Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.  
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 The Confession and Absolution 
 

 Leader and People                                                                                                                                              
Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father;  in your compassion forgive us our sins, known and      
unknown, things done and left undone; and so uphold us by your Spirit that we may live and serve 
you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 
 Concluding Collect   
 
 The Sharing of the Peace  

  

 Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
 People  And also with you. 
 
    Announcements 
 
    Anniversary & Birthday Blessings 

 
The Holy Communion 

 
    Offertory Anthem                  O Come, Divine Messiah                       arr. Howard Helvey  
                                        Sung by the St. James Choir                                 (b. 1968) 

 

Doxology                              Hymn 380, Verse 3 
                                
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise him all creatures here below.  
 Praise Him above, ye heavenly host. Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
  
Eucharistic Prayer B   
 

 Celebrant     The Lord be with you 
 People         And also with you. 
 Celebrant      Lift up your hearts. 
 People           We lift them to the Lord. 
 Celebrant       Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 People            It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 
 It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
 Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  
 
 Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the  
 company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 



 

December 4, 2022 

The Second Sunday of Advent 
Service of Holy Eucharist, Rite II 

 

 

 

 Sanctus and Benedictus                 Hymnal S-127 
 

 Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,                                 
                   heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
               Hosanna in the highest. 
               Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
                     Hosanna in the highest.     
 

  We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in  
 creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and 
 above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be         
 incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have   
 delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of 
 error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.  
 

 On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 
 thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which 
 is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 
 

 After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
 "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 
 for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
 

 Therefore, according to his command, O Father,  
 

 Celebrant and People: 
  We remember his death, 
  We proclaim his resurrection, 
  We await his coming in glory;  
 
 And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from 
 your creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon 
 these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new  
 Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being 
 sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, 
 and bring us to that heavenly country where, with James all your saints, we may enter the everlasting 
 heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the 
 head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.  
 

 By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
 Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
 

 And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
 evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.  
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The Fraction Anthem         Jesus, Lamb of God: have mercy on us          Hymnal S-164 
 

The Invitation 

 Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ   
   died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.  
 

A Prayer for Spiritual Communion  
 Almighty God, we believe that you are truly present in this Holy Sacrament. Whether we can be 
 at your table or not, we unite ourselves with you and embrace you with all our hearts, our souls, 
 and our minds. Let nothing separate us from you; let us serve you in this life until, by your grace, 
 we come to your glorious kingdom and unending peace. Amen.  
 

Communion Hymn            There’s a voice in the wilderness crying                 Hymn 75 
 
Communion Meditation       Es ist ein Ros’ entsprungen                Michael Praetorius  
       Played by the Athena Brass Quintet          (1571-1621)  
                   Arr. Johannes Brahms 
                     (1833-1897) 

 Post-Communion Prayer  
 Celebrant: Let us pray 
 People:  Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members 
   of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food 
   in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, 
   and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and            
   singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

  The Blessing, Benediction, and Dismissal 
 
      Closing Hymn                O come, O come, Emmanuel                       Hymn 56, Vs. 3-4 
 
      Voluntary      Silent Night & Hark, the Herald Angels Sing           Traditional 
      Played by the Athena Brass Quintet 
 
 

 

The Rev. C. Melissa Hall, Rector 
           The Rev. Audrey Hasselbrook, Assistant Rector                       The Rev. Dr. Walter Lewis, Assisting Priest 
             Mr. Sean Price, Director of Music Ministries                         Ms. Martha Boughner, Verger 

           Mrs. Kitty Kawecki, Parish Administrator                                                                                                                     Ms. Bettylou O’Dell, Business Manager     

                      Mr. Zachary Zembower, Videographer                                                                                                                                                                            
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THE H.O.S.T CORNER (HERE’S ONE SMALL THING)  
I will do this one small thing:  

 
 

      Come to church as often as I can  
      Commit to walking with our teens in a Suicide Prevention Walk  
      Volunteer for the parish's food insufficiency program 
      Sign up for the choir 
      Sign up your children for church programming 
      Donate food for the outdoor food pantry  

Donate food to the soup kitchens  
Give one hour in our thrift store  
Give one Sunday to help gather this community in worship by being an usher  
Be a Church Reader  
Volunteer for two months in Sunday School  
Volunteer for one month in Sunday School  
Volunteer for two weeks in Sunday School  
Volunteer for one Sunday in Sunday School  
Volunteer to work with our teens and youth.  
Give one hour to sort clothing and items for our neighbors in need  
Weed one section of the Memorial Garden  
Offer a ride to church for someone who needs it  
Make a short weekly phone call to the homebound  
Help with social media posts  
Reach out by email to welcome a new member  
Invite a friend to Church 
Talk about our church’s good works with others  
Show up to events at the church.  
Say hello to a neighbor  
Volunteer to keep the outdoor food pantry stocked.  
Buy one pack of diapers for the diaper program  
Add an extra can of soup to my grocery cart for the Food Bank  
Learn the names of three teens or children in our church  
Say Hello to three teens or children in our church  
Become informed about our town government  
Talk about homelessness in my town  
I will vote  

 
Be good stewards.  

We urge you to keep up to date with your financial support of the church. 
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* Stewardship: Pledge cards have been mailed out to your home; please do not throw them out. Fill 
 them out and please mail or return to the church. 
 

* Advent Blue: Beginning this year we will use a Marian Blue set of hangings and vestments for the season 
 of Advent in place of the purple. Both colors are appropriate, but using blue in Advent and purple ones 
 in Lent helps to differentiate the focus of each season.  Advent is the season of preparation for the     
 coming of Christ in the manager as well as his Second Coming. Purple is the color we associate with  
 fasting and penance of our Lenten disciplines, and the Kingship of Jesus. 

 

 Prayer Requests: Each Sunday during the Prayers of the People we will offer names from the parish    
prayer list. These names will be included in the weekly e-newsletter for inclusion in your personal       
prayers. Parishioners are always encouraged to offer up names of others in need, or their thanksgivings, 
during the Prayers of the People. Call or e-mail Rev. Audrey with prayer requests.  

 

*    Montclair State University Brass Holiday Concert: Join us TONIGHT at 7pm for MSU’s annual holiday 
brass concert. Enjoy transcriptions and arrangements of holiday classics as well as new favorites. The      
concert is free of charge and welcome to everyone!  

 

*  Christmas Tree Lighting and Händel’s Messiah: Join us on Tuesday evening, December 6th at 6:30pm 
 for  the annual tradition of hot chocolate lighting of the Christmas tree on the St. James front lawn. 
 Following the lighting at 7:30pm is the community Messiah-sing led by the Oratorio Society of New     
 Jersey. All are welcome to attend this annual holiday tradition! 
 

*     Nursery Care - We always welcome children in church! Nursery care, for children up to 4 years of age,  is   
available in the education Wing during the Sunday 10:15 a.m. service.  
 

 

*     PATCH Party- our annual party for children whose families have been affected by incarceration is           
Saturday, Dec. 10. Help is needed from 11 a.m. to 2:30 p.m..  We serve lunch, make crafts, play games, and 
have a visit from St. Nicholas. Contact Rev. Audrey. Teens can use this event for community service hours. 

 

* Christmas Pageant - The Christmas Pageant will be back in person and performed on December 18th. All 
children in the parish are welcome to participate. Angel, Shepherd and Animal costumes will be available 
the morning of the pageant. Older youths and Alumni visitors are invited to help share this tradition with 
the younger children who haven’t enjoyed a pageant in 3 years. Specifically, we need volunteer readers and 
small group coordinators for Angels, Shepherds and the animal flock. These special volunteers will have a 
read thru rehearsal following the church service on December 11.  ALL Pageant participants: Please sign up 
on the sheets in the Church Hallway, email Rev Audrey Ahasselbrook@gmail.com, or text Fran Lapinski at 
973-951 -8025.  

 

* Thank you to those who donated toys and holiday gifts for the annual holiday PATCH party! Your     
support is deeply appreciated by the families we serve. 

 

* Acolytes on 12/4/22: Wren Delp, Jackson Pagliaro, Kira Hirsch  
 
*     Servers Today: Gregg Bangs (usher), Adrienne Thomas and Gregg Bangs (readers) - 8:15am 
Bill Mosezar, Mark DiIonno, Nina Steadman (ushers), Jamie Pagliaro and Martha Boughner (readers) - 10:15am 


